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Christmas Tree Journal 
W elcome to the Summer edition of the Nova 

Scotia Christmas Tree Journal. While 

summer exhibitions and heat waves should be on 

the top of our minds, at the time of this writing it is 

the June freeze of 2018 that vies for the front page. 

Several reports throughout this publication will 

speak to the June freeze, the impact on Christmas 

trees, response of the industry and ways forward.  

Youõll also find an insert in this Journal, about SMART 

tree offerings. 

Advertisers will be happy to know 700 copies of this 

edition were mailed out.  

Six months ago the Journal Committee settled on 

Occupational Health & Safety as the theme for the 

summer edition of the Journal. We have bits about 

tree loading, safe work practices, legislation, courses, 

stress, the ever hotter sun and more. 

Speaking of sun, how about a little fun? Introducing 

promotional materials celebrating the popular òITõS 

CHRISTMAS KEEP IT REALó campaign. To mark the 

occasion weõre holding a contest. See more, page 24. 

Finally, controversy: Seffernville or Seffernsville? The 

road signs canõt agree. There are two Wikipedia 

entries, one under each name. The federal 

governments Statistical Area Classification includes 

both names under Chester. Realtors use the words 

interchangeably. And in 2013 Ruby Seffern was 

looking to change the name BACK to Seffernville. 

Whatõs an editor to do? I have to choose. Given even 

Ruby allows that the current name is Seffernsville, 

this editor will, for her own writings, use that spelling.  

Thank you to all the volunteers responsible for ideas, 

reports, photos, and parables!, making the Journal a 

relevant and useful publication. Thank you. 

-Sheryl Dubois, Editor 
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CTCNS Presidentõs 

Message 
By Mike Keddy info@ctcns.com  

As many of you are now aware what we expe-

rienced on June 3 was a freeze and not a frost 

as first reported.  

The damage is much more widespread and 

severe than first thought. I believe it is fair to 

say that none of us have ever seen damage to 

this extent. As growers we are looking for an-

swers about how trees will recover - Will some 

die when we shear? What can be harvested 

and how long will recovery take? - but it is 

clear that some of those trees affected will 

take several years to recover.  

Council is working as diligently as possible to 

provide some answers and find what re-

sources may be available to help growers 

make the right choices. As answers are slow in 

coming, your patience is appreciated.  

Some type of assistance is needed to offset a 

portion of the losses. What shape that pro-

(Continued on p . 2) 
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gramming that may take beyond AgriStability 

is unknown. The Nova Scotia Federation of 

Agriculture (NSFA) along with federal and pro-

vincial ministers and their officials are continu-

ing to work on that issue.  

In the past months there has been some cor-

respondence critical of the actions of council 

and as we are not without faults, constructive 

criticism is welcome. What is not welcome is 

unfounded accusations of the misuse of re-

sources, whispers of conspiracies and down 

right rude phone calls to the hard working 

and honest staff who work for the betterment 

of the entire industry. For more than thirty 

years the doors of council have remained 

open to all - meetings, resources, staff - and 

we welcome your contributions to a construc-

tive dialog for the advancement our industry.  

We continue to work on the restocking pro-

gram for our SMART tree seedlings and the 

absolute necessity for this was made crystal 

clear on June 3rd. Genetically improved plant-

ing stock at an affordable price is without 

question the keg for rebuilding and expand-

ing our industry. In the meantime, growers 

have to be as resilient as the trees we work so 

hard to grow. 

(Continued from p . 1) 
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CTCN S  c o n t i n ue s  to  th a nk  

2017 Christmas tree levy remitters:  
Barri Meisner, Bruce Boehner Jr.,  

Bruce Boehner Sr., Craig SmithñRockland Trucking,  

Duncan MacDonald, Lowell DeMond,  

Marty Reeves, Mike Harlow,  

Renald GilbertñEnjoy Tree, and Tom Matheson.  

THANK YOU!! 

Seffernsville Experimental Lot June 23 Growers examine an early flushing tree after June freeze that affected 

farms (Christmas trees, blueberries and other crops) across Nova Scotia PHOTO Sheryl Dubois 
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CTCNS Executive Director 
By Angus Bonnyman  angus@ctcns.com 

(Continued on p . 4) 

I realize that it has been an incredibly difficult time for many of you over the past couple of 

months dealing with the impacts of the freeze of June 3rd and the following unseasonably 

late frosts.  

Coping with Freeze Damage  

Although we certainly could have used the support of Christmas tree specialists, we were 

fortunate to have Ross Pentz and Scott MacEwan contribute to the òCoping with Freeze 

Damageó bulletin that was sent out to all registered growers, either by email or letter. (See 

P.13). Outreach Coordinator Brittany Frenette also conducted a phone survey of many of 

our growers in order to get a better sense of the impact of the freeze on individual opera-

tions across the province. This was followed by the Field Day at Seffernsville, which I under-

stand was an excellent event and very informative. As a next step, we plan to conduct a 

sampling of damaged trees and develop additional guidance for growers on what is and is 

not viable ð more details will be provided. 

In terms of media relations, our initial response to the June 3rd event was a press release to 

estimate the losses at an average of 10-15%, but caution that it was still early days. As the 

situation evolved and it became obvious that the weather event had actually been a 

òfreezeó rather than a òfrostó, we issued another press release and responded to media calls 

to explain the worsening of the situation and our call for reaction from government in part-

nership with the Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture. 

Agri -Stability  

Although it is still early days, I am confident that the NS Department of Agriculture under-

stands our situation and is taking the appropriate steps to open Agri -Stability to late enrol-

ment, which would help those farms whose margins (revenues less expenses) have fallen 

below 70% of their historical averages.  

Council will continue to work with the Department of Agriculture to ensure that Christmas 

tree growers are supported. Ideally, we would envision workshops being offered across the 

province to help growers better understand the program and prepare them for the ques-

tions their accountants will be asking to complete the enrolment process. In addition, Coun-

cil will work with the Department to gather the information necessary to determine if it will 

be possible to trigger Agri -Recovery at some point in the future to cover ôextraordinary loss-

es.õ [At the time of publication Agri-Recovery was triggered, p. 17.] 

NOVA SCOTIA 

CHRISTMAS TREE JOURNAL V31 N4 
www.ctcns.com 

JOURNAL COMMITTEE 

Angus Bonnyman, Forrest Higgins, 

Mike Keddy, Ross Pentz 

EDITOR Sheryl Dubois 

 journal@ctcns.com 

DESIGN, LAY OUT, PRODUCTION 

SherylDubois.com 

TITLE BOX CTCNS archive photo  

PHOTOS, IMAGES All images prepared 

and styled by Sheryl Dubois 

ICONS by monkik 

PRINTING Minute Man Press 

International Inc. (Halifax) 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, ADVERTISING  

info@ctcns.com 

PO Box 8, Tatamagouche, 

Nova Scotia CANADA  B0K 1V0 

1-855-672-2572 Ext. #1 

The Journal is published by Christmas 

Tree Council of Nova Scotia.  

Contents Copyright © 2018 CTCNS 

Publication Mail Agreement No. 

41043025  

DISCLAIMER The opinions expressed by 

the contributors in the Journal (or sup-

plements) may not reflect those of the 

Journal Committee, Editor, CTCNS staff, 

journal advertisers, CTCNS nor its part-

ners. 

 

 

mailto:angus@ctcns.com?subject=CTCNS
http://www.ctcns.com
http://www.flaticon.com/search?word=monkik


4 

Nova Scotia Christmas Tree Journal v31 n4 Spring 2018 

You are not alone  

Through it all, it is important to share the message that growers 

are not alone. If needed, farmers have access to the Farm Family 

Support Centreõs confidential and immediate services 24/7 by 

calling 1-844-880-9142. This service is supported by Farm Safety 

Nova Scotia, and further details can be found on their website at: 

https://www.farmsafetyns.ca/farm-family-support-center/. 

Levy consultation concludes  

I would like to thank everyone who took the time to voice their 

support of Councilõs request to remove the refund provisions 

from the Christmas Tree Levy Regulations.  

Council continues to work to ensure that the levy system is fair 

and equitable to all as our work benefits everyone in the industry. 

The Department is compiling the feedback into a òwhat we 

heardó document that will be available on their website (https://

novascotia.ca/christmas-tree-levy-consultation/ ) in the near fu-

ture.  

Return to òLands and Forestryó 

As you will have heard by now, Premier McNeil made some 

changes to his cabinet in July and in addition to replacing Minis-

ter Miller with Minister Rankin, the Department of Natural Re-

sources was renamed as the Department of Lands and Forestry, 

with a greater focus on forestry.  

A delegation from Council will meet with Minister Rankin in the 

near future to share industry concerns and underline the im-

portance of closing the levy loophole. 

New funding programs launched  

After being closed for additional review, the Canadian Agricultur-

al Partnership (CAP) suite of programs that replace Home-

GrownSuccess are now accepting applications from farms with at 

least $30,000 in gross farm income.  

The new òSmall Farm Acceleration Programó ... òallows small 

farms to make significant strides in reaching or working toward 

commercial viability.  

The program is open to new farmers and existing farms up to 

$60,000 gross commodity sales.ó If you havenõt received infor-

mation on these programs, or have questions, please contact 

Programs staff at 1 866 844-4276 or visit their website at https://

novascotia.ca/programs/. 

Promotions  

As you will see in this issue of The Journal, we have created some 

new promotional materials using the òItõs Christmas Keep it Realó 

logo from the US Christmas Tree Promotions Board, including 

some promotional ôgift tagsõ that we will use at events and make 

available to growers. 

New Staff  

In September, Emily Crocker will join Council as our Promotions 

Co-ordinator for the Fall semester. While this will no doubt be a 

different season for the industry, we still have stories to share with 

the public and media, and we look forward to Emily supporting 

us with that. We have secured funding through the Co-op Educa-

tion Incentive Program to pay 50% of Emilyõs wages. 

In Closing  

I would like to thank everyone that has been involved in support-

ing the industry these last couple of months, including our Board, 

Journal Editor Sheryl Dubois and Brittany Frenette, Outreach Co-

ordinator. 

Best wishes for a safe and productive summer. 

Executive Director 
(Continued from p. 3) 

Benefits of CTCNS Membership 
Marks Work Warehouse  

By now you should have your 10% discount card for Marks 

Work Warehouse entitling you to 10% off many items. We 

would encourage you to use it as much as possible, and 

share it with your employees, friends and family as we can 

only continue to enjoy this benefit if it is being used.  

Cambridge Suites Hotel (Halifax)  

Growers are now eligible for Provincial Government rates. 

Simply call the hotel at 1-800-565-1263 and ask for the rate 
under the Christmas Tree Council of NS 

https://www.farmsafetyns.ca/farm-family-support-center/
https://novascotia.ca/christmas-tree-levy-consultation/
https://novascotia.ca/christmas-tree-levy-consultation/
https://novascotia.ca/programs/
https://novascotia.ca/programs/
tel:(800)%20565-1263
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CTCNS Outreach 

Coordinator  
By Brittany Frenette 
Promotions Committee : Based on feedback from 

the growers, we have worked with the promotions 

committee to develop new materials to promote 

the òItõs Realó initiatives from the Christmas Tree 

Promotion Board, some of the new materials 

include; Banners, hats, tote bags, stickers, gift tags 

and more. 

Please see the òOrder Formó included within this 

issue of the Journal or for more information contact 

council at info@ctcns.com or 1-855-NSBALSA, 

ext.1. 

Exhibition Meeting : In partnership with the 

Cobequid Christmas Tree Producers Association, 

Council has chosen to take a different spin on the Provincial 

Exhibition Booth this year at the Truro Ex. This year the booth will 

be an un-manned, inviting, interactive booth with a ballot box for 

a chance to win a potted Christmas Tree. I met with the Provincial 

Exhibition Board and they were very receptive to all our new 

ideas and thought this was a great year to switch it up as they are 

really working to re-vamp the Ex as a whole. There will also be 

some of our new and old promotional materials on display. In 

light of the recent freeze, Council has decided to take a one year 

break from the Provincial Christmas Tree Contest and re-evaluate 

next year how to improve the process to encourage better 

participation from across the Province.  

Seffernsville Experimental Lot - Freeze Damage Field Day: 

Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers Association put on 

a Field Day to address the issues from the freeze damage in June. 

There was a great turn out of approximately 75 people. Mike 

Keddy, CTCNS President opened the meeting by welcoming 

everyone to the lot, Richard Levy, LCCTPA President had opening 

remarks regarding the state of the trees, and industry and 

continued to MC the remainder of the event.  

As the Outreach Coordinator I spoke to the work that council has 

been doing since the late frost in June. Angus and I have made 

numerous phone calls including many calls to government 

entities to find support and calls to the growers to find out the 

extent of the damage. Council has been working in partnership 

with the Federation of Agriculture to find support for the growers 

and their staff. I also addressed the AgriRecovery Framework that 

could potentially be granted to the Christmas Tree Growers to 

recover from the extraordinary costs associated with the 

damages from the freeze, but it will take some time before we 

have further information as to whether or not this will apply to 

our industry.  

Ross Pentz then spoke to the òCoping with Frostó document that 

he and Scott MacEwan wrote. Ross noted that patience is a huge 

factor in this event. He had great optimism that the trees will 

recover, but they will need to be well maintained and limit stress 

to the tree. Ross noted that fertilization, herbicide and good 

weed control are the biggest factor in eliminating the stress and 

helping the tree to recover and stay healthy. It was stated that 

right now the trees are under a lot of stress and shearing causes 

them more stress, corrective pruning will help the tree establish 

new leaders but there is a real risk of over-shearing. Owen 

Lenihan spoke to bud development and the processes the tree 

goes through, as well as early shearing tactics. Overall it was great 

event, that was well attended. There was great support at the 

event from the local politicians, and many growers from near and 

far. Though unfortunate circumstances I thought it was great to 

see the generations of Christmas Tree Growers gathered together 

to share their best management practices for a better future of 

the industry. 

mailto:info@ctcns.com
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Lunenburg County  

Christmas Tree Producers Association (LCCTPA) 
By Richard Levy, President LCCTPA 

The Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Association continues to 

meet on the second Tuesday of each month to consider, discuss 

and plan events that will provide current information about the 

Christmas tree industry to the membership. 

Seffernsville experimental lot  

One of the projects we continue to work to improve is the 

Seffernsville Christmas Tree Experimental Lot where we as well do 

test trials with fertilizers and demonstrate shearing and grafting 

techniques, etc. 

There will be much more detail I am certain in the report 

concerning the Seffernsville lot by LCCTPA member Murray 

Crouse - the LCCTPA member who coordinates activities, such as 

studies, trials, and shearing and fertilizing work days on the lot.  

Murray also makes arrangements for pre-harvest tree grading of 

trees to be sold each year.  

The lot, maintained by volunteers, not only contributes funding 

to the association, but also provides a working tree lot where 

growers can come during our Spring and Fall work days, have 

great discussions and learn from the experiences and techniques 

used on the lot by other Christmas tree producers. 

This spring in early May we planted a number of SMART tree 

seedlings to help in establishing a genetic pool for the future 

research that must be an ongoing activity to keep the Christmas 

tree industry in this Province competitive in todayõs market place.  

Thank you, Murray, for all your hard work and dedication to the 

success of the demonstration lot. 

June 2018 

Early June 2018 will be a period in the Christmas tree industry 

here in Nova Scotia that many producers would prefer to never 

see repeated.  

The temperatures plummeted to near record lows not just 

causing frost conditions but a hard freeze. Temperatures were 

recorded in different areas in the range of minus 3 to minus 6 

degrees Celsius. 

The extent of damage to the early spring growth on the trees 

varied depending on the location of the tree lot relative to an 

inland body of water, elevation or proximity to the ocean. In some 

cases, the damage varied even within the individual lots.  

There are some growers because of their present age stating they 

òmay seriously consider leaving the tree business because it will 

take a number of years to correct the damage caused by just one 

cold night.ó 

The frost / freeze will certainly impact harvest numbers available 

for market in 2018. It will take several years for damaged trees to 

recover.  

It is interesting to note that it is a rare occasion that a frost or 

freeze kills a balsam fir, they are a resilient tree. In past years when 

late frosts caused concerns, trees responded by activating 

dormant or latent buds to help heal the damage.  

With patience, the restriction of competition and the application 

of proper shearing techniques these trees will often generate 

thicker foliage than had they not been damaged.  

We must remember the Balsam fir is a furiously determined and 

resilient species and they will recover if just given the time. 

There will be a report in this journal about the LCCTPA and the 

CTCNS cooperatively putting together a field day to specifically 

inform growers of the best practices to address the frost / freeze 

damage to Christmas trees.  

South Shore Exhibition on July 24 ð 29 

The LCCTPA will again in 2018 be encouraging Christmas tree 

(Continued on p . 7) 
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 Recognition and 
Appreciation 

By Richard Levy, President LCCTPA 

As president of the Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers 

Association (LCCTPA) I am pleased to write this article for the 

Christmas Tree Journal in recognition of the commitment and 

dedication to the position of secretary / treasurer of the LCCTPA. I 

realize there have been many individuals through the 

associationõs fifty plus years who have given of their time and 

effort to help with the activities of the LCCTPA, and their 

dedication has always been appreciated. 

When I became president of the association in 2015 I knew little 

about the LCCTPA, the membership and the many activities 

undertaken for the betterment of the Christmas tree industry in 

Nova Scotia. I remember the outgoing president, Mike Keddy, 

telling me that òhe would be available should there be any 

questions but, if I required accurate, up to date and immediate 

answers, contact Danielle.ó 

After nearly two years as president I am fully aware of what Mike 

meant by that statement. Danielle came to the LCCTPA in 2007 

and she admits ówas a bit green around the gills at the time,ó but 

eager to take on any task and willing to learn. Since 2007 there 

have been six presidents come and go during Danielleõs period 

with the LCCTPA and I am confident that each one would make 

the same statement about the quality of Danielleõs work. She is 

self-motivated, committed and able to somehow pull events 

together, that without exception always ended successfully. 

Danielle is also very pleasant and friendly to be around and to 

work with.  

In addition to working with the LCCTPA, in 2009 Danielle 

accepted the responsibility of doing the clerical work for the 

Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia, a position that continued 

until into 2012. Just about the same time Danielle stopped doing 

Council work she took on the additional responsibility of doing 

the clerical and financials for the All Nova Scotia Green Christmas 

Tree Co-Op limited. 

There have been many spring and fall sessions, monthly 

executive and annual meetings of the LCCTPA that were 

successful because of her dedication and commitment. 

Danielle several months ago stated ònow that the children are 

heading off to university things have changed and a job with 

more hours would give me something to do and it would be 

better for the whole family.ó When Danielle contacted me and 

asked if my name could be used for a work reference I hesitantly, 

but willingly agreed, after she suggested she would be available 

to train her replacement. I might add I was pleased to be asked 

to be a reference and would never stand in the way of someone 

wanting to make improvements to their position in life.  

Danielle is now working full time, continues to do the work 

expected for the LCCTPA and is now training her replacement. 

Danielle, thank you for your willingness to stay with us a bit 

longer while training your replacement, for the completion of the 

Fall Info Note, the South Shore Exhibition Christmas tree 

competition and perhaps the Fall Field Day. Danielle, it has been a 

pleasure to have worked with you, and on behalf of the 

Lunenburg Christmas Tree Producers Association, we wish you 

the very best in your future endeavors. 

PHOTO Danielle working at 2017 LLCTPA 50th birthday party by 

Marty Murphy. 

producers to display their best trees during the competition at 

the South Shore Exhibition on July 24 ð 29th in Bridgewater.  

There will also be a peopleõs choice category available again this 

year. It should be noted that this category can be any species that 

can be used for a Christmas tree and includes completely natural 

to heavily sheared trees. 

4-H clubs compete Christmas tree style  

Another activity that has been well received and arranged by the 

LCCTPA at the exhibition is a competition between different 4-H 

groups clubs here along the South Shore.  

Each group is given some items - perhaps brush, sticks, wire, 

ribbon, and snippers etc., all in a box with a time limit to produce 

a decorative item. The ingredients and the project goal will be 

announced at the beginning of the competition.  

This event generates a lot of excitement and in addition 

introduces the participants to some aspects of the Christmas tree 

industry. 

Danielle Wile: You will be missed  

The LCCTPA continues to be busy. Danielle Wile, who has been 

providing outstanding service to our association during her 

period of employment with us., is leaving. She will be missed but 

we do wish Danielle the very best in her new full-time position. 

(Continued from p. 6) 
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Tickets: 

$30.00 Pre-Registration (with Roast Beef Dinner) 

by September 6th, 2018; after that 

$40.00 Registration at the door (with Roast Beef 
Dinner). 

 

Please send your name, address and phone 
number, along with cheque payable to the 
Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers 
Association and send to: LCCTPA, PO Box 148, 
New Germany, Nova Scotia  B0R 1E0. 

For more information 902-644-2605. 


