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Scotia Christmas Tree Journal. While

summer exhibitions and heat waves should be on Inthis Issue Message
the top of our minds, at the time of this writing it is 1 CTCNS President By Mike Keddyinfo@cicns.com
the June freeze of 2018 that vies for the front page. 3 CTCNS Executive Director

As many of you are now aware what we expe-

Several reports throughout this publication will 5 CTCNS Outreach fienced on June 3 was afreezeand not a frost

speak to the June freeze, the impact on Christmas  Coordinator

i o as first reported.

trees, rtisponse of the industry a}nd ways forward.. 6 Lunenburg Assouatlon The damage is much more widespread and
Youdll also find an i ns 7InRecogniion 0 &hliefd fhdn first $&&p Itbelle%évlpﬁsﬁéfr o

tree offerings. 8 LCCTPA Fall Field Day say that none of us have ever seen damage to
Advertisers will be happy to know 700 copies of this 9 Seffemsville Experimental  this extent. As growers we are looking for an-

edition were mailed out. 10 SMART Tree swers about how trees will recover- Will some

Six months ago the Jounal Committee settied on 10 CCTGA die when we shear? What can be harvested
Occupational Health & Safety as the theme for the 11 New Herbicides and how long will recovery take? - but it is

summer edition of the Journal. We have bits about 11 NCTA clear that some of those trees affected wil

tree loading, safe work practices, legislation, courses, 12 SPECIAL: take several years to recover.

stress, the ever hotter sun and more. June Freeze 2018 Council is working as diligently as possible to

Speaking of sun, how about a litle fun? Introducing 18 In other News provide some answers and find what re-

promotional materials ¢ 20Occupatonal Sourges gy he availgble 05 hglp growers

CHRI STMAS KEEP | T REAL( jeaihg Safety ) Makg tPel{'ghttC;l?'%eS As ansuers e slowin
occasion wedre holding  Tjofthe Cap Contest e COFIRdy YAUr patignee SaPPrecit

Finally, controversy: Seffemville or Seffersvile? The 241 T6S CHRI ST M g‘e type of assistance is needed to offset a
road signs candt agree wgep | T REAL ! P g(lltggsllovﬁ%%\{haéshapethatpro—

i (Continuedonp . 2)
entries, one under each name. The federal g

L o 26 Classified

governments Statistical Area Classification includes
both names under Chester. Realtors use the words wrHen HEALTH & SAFTEY FAILS, PREVENTABLE ACCIDENTS HAPF
interchangeably. And in 2013 Ruby Seffern was 3B - = = — |
looking to change the name BACK to Seffemvile. §
What s an editor to do?#%
Ruby allows that the current name is Sefferrsville, By
this editor will, for her own writings, use that spelling.

- — — Sw—

ADDRESS LABEL HERE:)

Thank you to all the volunteers responsible for ideas,
reports, photos, and parables!, making the Journal a
relevant and useful publication. Thank youﬁ

-Sheryl Dubois, Editor IF UNDELIVERABLEplease returnto: Box 8, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia  BOK 1V0
Thank You:) Publication Mail Agreement No. 41043025
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gramming that may take beyond AgriStability
is unknown. The Nova Scotia Federation of
Agriculture (NSFA) along with federal and pro-
vincial ministers and their officials are continu-
ing to work on that issue.

In the past months there has been some cor-
respondence critical of the actions of council
and as we are not without faults, constructive
criticism is welcome. What is not welcome is
unfounded accusations of the misuse of re-
sources, whispers of conspiracies and down
right rude phone calls to the hard working

esEst: \M"? the betterment
M@;ni?es ?%us y\.lvgrf?ore than thirty

years the doors of council have remained
open to all - meetings, resources, staff- and
we welcome your contributions to a construc-
tive dialog for the advancement our industry.

We continue to work on the restocking pro-
gram for our SMART tree seedlings and the
absolute necessity for this was made crystal
clear on June 3rd. Genetically improved plant-
ing stock at an affordable price is without
guestion the keg for rebuilding and expand-
ing our industry. In the meantime, growers
have to be as resilient as the trees we work so
hard to grow. &

Seffernsville Experimental Lot June 23 Growers examine an early flushing tree after June freeze that affected
farms (Christmas trees, blueberries and other crops) across Nova Scotia PHOTO Sheryl Dubois

Tannenbaum Enterprises Cot

Leads?

CHRISTMAS TREE COUNCIL
OF NOVA SCOTIA
Www.ctcns.com

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

President Mike Keddy

1st Vice President Richard Levy
2nd Vice President Chrissy Trenholm
Treasurer  Norm Maclssac

Past President  Forrest Higgins

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Angus Bonnyman
ASSOCIATION DELEGATES
Lunenburg County Christmas
Tree
Andrew Crouse,
Gerald Keddy, Jack Wentzell
Northeastern Christmas
Tree Association
Norman Maclssac,
Chrissy Trenholm
Cobequid Christmas Tree
Producer sd
Matthew Priest
EXPORT DELEGATES
Large Exporters
Colin Hughes, Norman Maclssac
Medium Exporters
Forrest Higgins
Small Exporters
Murray Crouse, Laurie Levy
CONTACT
info@ctcns.com
MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 8, Tatamagouche,
Nova Scotia CANADA BOK 1V0
1-855-NSBALSA Ext. #1
1-855-672-2572 Ext. #1
OFFICE
Brittany Frenette,
Outreach Coordinator
outreach@ctcns.com
Sara Forbes, Bookkeeper
accounting@ctcns.com

Producer &s

=% Distributor for Cinco Tree Stands
; Keep your tree fresh and fragrant.
Model holds two gallons of water and
holds any tree from 4 ft to 12 ft. Four
Models. Durable. Will last a life-time.
Call for a Dealer Near you!

902-624-6133

We distribute and sell:

TNI Tree Netting & Load Divider

Kirk Tree Colorant Fertilizer back packs
The “Think Green” line of caps, clothing and license plates
_Lightning rods now available! =~
Tom Ernst Dealer/Mail Order

RR #2, Mahone Bay Nova Scotia Inquiries Welcome

Flagging Tape Shearing Supplies

B0J 2E0

VISIT US ONLINE

Contact ctcns.com /%
Sheryl iloveRealTrees.ca ‘g
Dubois
. Find us on
journal@ Facebook
ctcns.com

t/ iLoveRealTrees f/iLoveRealTrees

CTCNS continues to thank

2017 Christmas tree levy remitters:
Barri Meisner, Bruce Boehner Jr.,
Bruce Boehner Sr., Craig Smitfi Rockland Trucking,
Duncan MacDonald, Lowell DeMond,
Marty Reeves, Mike Harlow,
Renald Gilberti Enjoy Tree, and Tom Matheson.
THANK YOU!!
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| realize that it has been an incredibly difficult time for many of you over the past couple of
months dealing with the impacts of the freeze of June 3rd and the following unseasonably

. late frosts.

journal@ctcns.com

DESIGN, LAY OUT, PRODUCTION Coping with Freeze Damage

SherylDubois.com _ Although we certainly could have used the support of Christmas tree specialists, we were

TITLE BOXCTCNS archive photo fortunate to have Ross Pentz and Scott Ma
PHOTOS, IMAGESAllimages prepared g maged bul l etin that was sent out to all

and styled by Sheryl Dubois
ICONSby monkik
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PO Box 8, Tatamagouche,

P.13). Outreach Coordinator Brittany Frenette also conducted a phone survey of many of
our growers in order to get a better sense of the impact of the freeze on individual opera-
tions across the province. This was followed by the Field Day at Seffernsville, which | under-
stand was an excellent event and very informative. As a next step, we plan to conduct a
sampling of damaged trees and develop additional guidance for growers on what is and is
not viable d more details will be provided.

Nova Scotia CANADA BOK 1VO0 In terms of media relations, our initial response to the June 3rd event was a press release to
1-855-672-2572 Ext. #1 estimate the losses at an average of 1815%, but caution that it was still early days. As the

The Journal is published by Christmas situation evolved and it became obvious that the weather event had actually been a

Tree Council of Nova Scotia. 0freezed rather than a ofrosté, we issued
Contents Copyright © 2018 CTCNS to explain the worsening of the situation and our call for reaction from goverment in part-
Publication Mail Agreement No. nership with the Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture.

41043025 . "

DISCLAIMERThe opinions expressed by Agri -Stability

the contributors in the Journal (or sup- Although it is still early days, | am confident that the NS Department of Agriculture under-
plements) may not reflect those of the stands our situation and is taking the appropriate steps to open Agri -Stability to late enrol-

Journal Committee, Editor, CTCNS staff,  ment, which would help those farms whose margins (revenues less expenses) have fallen

journal advertisers, CTCNS nor its part-  pelow 70% of their historical averages.

ners. Council will continue to work with the Department of Agriculture to ensure that Christmas

tree growers are supported. Ideally, we would envision workshops being offered across the
province to help growers better understand the program and prepare them for the ques-
tions their accountants will be asking to complete the enrolment process. In addition, Coun-
cil will work with the Department to gather the information necessary to determine if it will
be possible totrigger Agri-Recovery at some point in the f
es.d [ At the t iRemvergWastpggeled, p.7ht i on Agr i

(Continued onp . 4)
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Executive Director The program is open to new farmers and existing farms up to

(Continued from p. 3) $60, 000 gross commodity sales. @
mation on these programs, or have questions, please contact
Programs staff at1 866 844-4276 or visit their website at https:/

Through it all, it is important to share the message that growers novascotia.ca/programs/.

are not alone. If needed, farmers have access to the Farm Family

You are not alone

Promotions

Support Centrefs confidenti al and immediate services 24/ 7 b
calling 1-844-880-9142. This service is supported by Farm Safety As you will see in this issue of The Journal, we have created some
Nova Scotia, and further details can be found on their websiteat:: " €W Promotional materials wusing
https:/Aww farmsafetyns. ca/farm -family-support-center/. logo from the US Christmas Tree Promotions Board, including

) some promotional ©6gift tagsd th
Levy consultation concludes available to growers.
I would like to thank everyone who took the time to voice their ew Staff

support of Councilds request t remove the refund rovisior
from the Christmas Tree Levy Regulations. In September Emily Crocker will join Council as our Promotions

. _ L Co-ordinator for the Fall semester. While this will no doubt be a
Counci eontmues to work to ensure.that the Ievy system Is fair different season for the industry, we still have stories to share with
and equitable to all as our work benefits everyone in the industry. the public and media, and we look forward to Emily supporting
The Department is compiling utshitthaf Weheavbsearkd fundingtthmughahe Cove Elidca- w e
hearddé document that wi lHips/be taivead |larbd eentoinv et hPeriorg rvaend s iot @ aly 5 (
novascotia.ca/christmastree-levy-consultation/) in the near fu-
ture.

In Closing

| would like to thank everyone that has been involved in support-
fhg the industry these last couple of months, including our Board,
As you will have heard by now, Premier McNeil made some  Journal Editor Sheryl Dubois and Brittany Frenette, Outreach Co-
changes to his cabinet in July and in addition to replacing Minis- ordinator.

ter Miller with Minister Rankin, the Department of Natural Re-
sources was renamed as the Department of Lands and Forestry,
with a greater focus on forestry.

Return to oLands and Forestry

Best wishes for a safe and productive summer.4

A delegation from Council will meet with Minister Rankin in the

near future to share industry concerns and underline the im-
ortance of closing the levy loophole. z ?
P gihelevyoop Monthern Lights (Clnistmas Tree Fanme

New funding programs launched

Guaranteed Luality and Freskness!

After being closed for additional review, the Canadian Agricultur-

al Partnership (CAP) suite of programs that replace Heme— “A fam ,'[y run

GrownSuccess are now accepting applications from farms with at business since1984.”

least $30,000 in gross farm income. )

The new oO0Small Farm Accel era A,Ya"lablefor urc,hase s mal
farms to make significant strides in reaching or working toward Fe_rtlllzer packs, Flagging ta.pe

commercial viabilty: Knives, Shears and Baler twine

Shearing equipment - Tree products

Benefits of CTCNS Membership 902-641-2142

Fax 902-641-2147

Marks Work Warehouse
By now you should have your 10% discount card for Marks 77 Graham Road, Debert
Work Warehouse entiting you to 10% off many items. We Nova Scotia CANADA BOM 1G0

would encourage you to use it as much as possible, and

share it with your employees, friends and family as we can nitreefarms@bellaliant.net

only continue to enjoy this benefit if it is being used. www.nltreefarms.com
Cambridge Suites Hotel (Halifax) Matthew Priest Cell 902-890-8431
Growers are now eligible for Provincial Government rates. Gena and Matthew Priest, Owners
Simplycal |t hEk8 Ofbbibel6a3rad ask for ' Donna Morrisey, Office Manager

under the Christmas Tree Counc


https://www.farmsafetyns.ca/farm-family-support-center/
https://novascotia.ca/christmas-tree-levy-consultation/
https://novascotia.ca/christmas-tree-levy-consultation/
https://novascotia.ca/programs/
https://novascotia.ca/programs/
tel:(800)%20565-1263
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CTCNS Outreach
Coordinator

By Brittany Frenette

Promotions Committee : Based on feedback from
the growers, we have worked with the promotions
committee to develop new materials to promote
the 0ltds Real 6 initiat
Promotion Board, some of the new materials
include; Banners, hats, tote bags, stickers, gift tags
and more.

Pl ease see the 0Order | .
issue of the Journal or for more information contact bh20coop@bellaliant.com
council at info@ctcns.com or 1-855-NSBALSA, Phone Fax
ext.1.
902-543-2471 902-543-1792

Exhibition Meeting : In partnership with the

Cooperative Society Ltd.

See us for a complete line of fertilizers,
pesticides, herbicides, work and safety clothing,

The Farm store and more.

Bridgewater Farmers

123 Elm Street
Bridgewater, Nova Scotia B4V 2V5

safety boots, shears and pruners.

Cobequid Christmas Tree Producers Association,

Council has chosen to take a different spin on the Provincial
Exhibition Booth this year at the Truro Ex. This year the booth will
be an un-manned, inviting, interactive booth with a ballot box for
a chance to win a potted Christmas Tree. | met with the Provincial
Exhibition Board and they were very receptive to all our new
ideas and thought this was a great year to switch it up as they are
really working to re-vamp the Ex as a whole. There will also be
some of our new and old promotional materials on display. In
light of the recent freeze, Council has decided to take a one year
break from the Provincial Christmas Tree Contest and reevaluate
next year how to improve the process to encourage better
participation from across the Province.

Seffernsville Experimental Lot - Freeze Damage Field Day:
Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers Association put on
a Field Day to address the issues from the freeze damage in June.
There was a great turn out of approximately 75 people. Mike
Keddy, CTCNS President opened the meeting by welcoming
everyone to the lot, Richard Levy, LCCTPA President had opening
remarks regarding the state of the trees, and industry and
continued to MC the remainder of the event.

As the Outreach Coordinator | spoke to the work that council has
been doing since the late frost in June. Angus and | have made
numerous phone calls including many calls to government
entities to find support and calls to the growers to find out the

extent of the damage. Council has been working in partnership

.\'(lﬂ""“““Cr"
1ovaA OCO:
NoO iy

Northeastern
Christmas
Tree
Association
(NeCTA)

NOVASCOTIACHRISTMASTREES.CA
PHONE 1-877-783-2758 SALES@NECTA.NS.CA

R
Balgam Fif

with the Federation of Agriculture to find support for the growers
and their staff. | also addressed the AgriRecovery Framework that
could potentially be granted to the Christmas Tree Growers to
recover from the extraordinary costs associated with the
damages from the freeze, but it will take some time before we
have further information as to whether or not this will apply to
our industry.

Ross Pentz then spoke to the
he and Scott MacEwan wrote. Ross hoted that patience is a huge
factor in this event. He had great optimism that the trees will
recover, but they will need to be well maintained and limit stress
to the tree. Ross noted that fertilization, herbicide and good
weed control are the biggest factor in eliminating the stress and
helping the tree to recover and stay healthy. It was stated that
right now the trees are under a lot of stress and shearing causes
them more stress, corrective pruning will help the tree establish
new leaders but there is a real risk of overshearing. Owen
Lenihan spoke to bud development and the processes the tree
goes through, as well as early shearing tactics. Overall it was great
event, that was well attended. There was great support at the
event from the local politicians, and many growers from near and
far. Though unfortunate circumstances | thought it was great to
see the generations of Christmas Tree Growers gathered together
to share their best management practices for a better future of
the industry. &

The Cobequid bilﬂéhﬂﬂg Tree
Producer's Association

Serving Central Nova Scotia

Cobequid Christmas Tree Producer’s Association
nltreefarms@bellaliant.net

902-893-2293

o0C
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Lunenburg County

Christmas Tree Producers Association (LCCTPA)

By Richard Levy, President LCCTPA

The Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Association continues to
meet on the second Tuesday of each month to consider, discuss
and plan events that will provide current information about the
Christmas tree industry to the membership.

Seffernsville experimental lot

One of the projects we continue to work to improve is the
Seffernsville Christmas Tree Experimental Lot where we as well do
test trials with fertilizers and demonstrate shearing and grafting
techniques, etc.

There will be much more detail | am certain in the report
concerning the Seffernsville lot by LCCTPA member Murray
Crouse- the LCCTPA member who coordinates activities, such as
studies, trials, and shearing and fertilizing work days on the lot.

Murray also makes arrangements for pre-harvest tree grading of
trees to be sold each year.

The lot, maintained by volunteers, not only contributes funding
to the association, but also provides a working tree lot where
growers can come during our Spring and Fall work days, have
great discussions and learn from the experiences and techniques
used on the lot by other Christmas tree producers.

This spring in early May we planted a number of SMART tree
seedlings to help in establishing a genetic pool for the future

research that must be an ongoing activity to keep the Christmas
tree industry in this

Thank you, Murray, for all your hard work and dedication to the
success of the demonstration lot.

June 2018

Early June 2018 will be a period in the Christmas tree industry
here in Nova Scotia that many producers would prefer to never

LUNENBURG
COUNTY
CHRISTMAS

ChristmasTreeProducers.com
info@christmastreeproducers.com
902-644-2605

see repeated.

The temperatures plummeted to near record lows not just
causing frost conditions but a hard freeze. Temperatures were
recorded in different areas in the range of minus 3 to minus 6
degrees Celsius.

The extent of damage to the early spring growth on the trees
varied depending on the location of the tree lot relative to an
inland body of water, elevation or proximity to the ocean. In some
cases, the damage varied even within the individual lots.

There are some growers because of their present age stating they
Omay seriously consider
take a number of years to correct the damage caused by just one
cold night.o

The frost / freeze will certainly impact harvest numbers available
for market in 2018. It will take several years for damaged trees to
recover.

It is interesting to note that it is a rare occasion that a frost or
freeze kills a balsam fir, they are a resilient tree. In past years when
late frosts caused concerns, trees responded by activating
dormant or latent buds to help heal the damage.

With patience, the restriction of competition and the application
of proper shearing techniques these trees will often generate
thicker foliage than had they not been damaged.

Provinc fve r%L%t%Pngmtbé.r ﬁ'le' BASam ]iil’ Ra 1{1ri8ugl)?d¥té3rrﬁined%c{ ket

resilient species and they will recover if just given the time.

There will be a report in this journal about the LCCTPA and the
CTCNS cooperatively putting together a field day to specifically
inform growers of the best practices to address the frost / freeze
damage to Christmas trees.

South Shore Exhibition on July 24 629
The LCCTPA will again in 2018 be encouraging Christmas tree

(Continuedonp . 7)

Suzanne Lohnes-Croft
MLA, Lunenburg

PO Box 136
125A Cornwall Road
Blockhouse, NS B0J 1E0
lunenburgmla@eastlink.ca
902-531-3095 '
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(Continued from p. 6)

producers to display their best trees during the competition at
the South Shore Exhibition on July 248 29" in Bridgewater.

There will also be a
year. It should be noted that this category can be any species that
can be used for a Christmas tree and includes completely natural
to heavily sheared trees.

4-H clubs compete Christmas tree style

Another activity that has been well received and arranged by the
LCCTPA at the exhibition is a competition between different 4-H
groups clubs here along the South Shore.

Each group is given some items- perhaps brush, sticks, wire,

Recognition and
Appreciation

By Richard Levy, President LCCTPA

As president of the Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers
Association (LCCTPA) | am pleased to write this article for the
Christmas Tree Journal in recognition of the commitment and

dedication to the position of secretary / treasurer of the LCCTPA. |
realize there have been many individuals through the

associationds fifty plus
effort to help with the activities of the LCCTPA, and their
dedication has always been appreciated.

When | became president of the association in 2015 | knew little
about the LCCTPA, the membership and the many activities
undertaken for the betterment of the Christmas tree industry in
Nova Scotia. | remember the outgoing president, Mike Keddy;,
telling me that ohe woul d
guestions but, if | required accurate, up to date and immediate
answers, contact Danielle.®o

After nearly two years as president | am fully aware of what Mike
meant by that statement. Danielle came to the LCCTPA in 2007
and she admits o6was a bit
eager to take on any task and willing to learn. Since 2007 there
have been six presidents
with the LCCTPA and | am confident that each one would make
the same statement about
self-motivated, committed and able to somehow pull events
together, that without exception always ended successfully.
Danielle is also very pleasant and friendly to be around and to
work with.

In addition to working with the LCCTPA, in 2009 Danielle
accepted the responsibility of doing the clerical work for the
Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia, a position that continued
until into 2012. Just about the same time Danielle stopped doing
Council work she took on the additional responsibility of doing
the clerical and financials for the All Nova Scotia Green Christmas
Tree CaOp limited.

year s

be available s

t he
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ribbon, and snippers etc., all in a box with a time limit to produce
a decorative item. The ingredients and the project goal will be
announced at the beginning of the competition.

introduces the participants to some aspects of the Christmas tree
industry.

Danielle Wile: You will be missed

The LCCTPA continues to be busy. Danielle Wile, who has been
providing outstanding service to our association during her
period of employment with us., is leaving. She will be missed but
we do wish Danielle the very best in her new fulk-time position. &

who f their

There have been many spring and fall sessions, monthly
executive and annual meetings of the LCCTPA that were

successful because of her dedication and commitment.
hould there be
Danielle sever al mont hs ago

heading off to university things have changed and a job with
more hours would give me something to do and it would be
better for the whole family.
asked if my name could be used for a work reference | hesitantly,

to train her replacement. | might add | was pleased to be asked

wanting to make improvements to their position in life.

D%ntilelﬂal is ntov?// wor?<irf19 fulh) g‘m%,l cgnltinlueg f°do I¥¥eov{105< '
expected for the LCCTPA and is now training her replacement.
Danielle, thank you for your willingness to stay with us a bit
longer while training your replacement, for the completion of the
Fall Info Note, the South Shore Exhibition Christmas tree
competition and perhaps the Fall Field Day. Danielle, it has been a
pleasure to have worked with you, and on behalf of the
Lunenburg Christmas Tree Producers Association, we wish you
the very bestin your future endeavors. &

PHOTO Danielle working at 2017 LLCTPA 50th birthday party by
Marty Murphy.
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