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Shearing Balsam Fir Christmas Trees 
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  Grading Christmas Trees                                                                                                                     

 United States Department of Agriculture Standards                                                                     
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 Balsam Fir Premium Characteristics                                                                                              

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

 Taper  
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 Missing the Grade  

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 
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➢ 

  Density                                                                                                                                                        
 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 
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➢ 

➢ 

 Scaling the Lot                                                                                                                                                        

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

 Long-Term Planning                                                                                                                                          

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 
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           When to Shear                                                                                                                                          

 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 
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➢ 

            Uneven Density & Open Areas                                                                                                            

 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

            Uneven Symmetry                                                                                                                                  

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

            Open Density                                                                                                                                           

 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 
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            Goose Neck                                                                                                                                                 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

            Atypical Branches                                                                                                                                  

 

 

➢ 

 

➢  

➢  

 

 

 

           Trouble at the Top                                                                                                                                 

 

➢  

➢ 

 

➢  

➢  

 

 

            Early Corrective Pruning                                                                                                                       

 

➢ 

 

➢  

➢ 

 

 

 

 

            Butt Pruning                                                                                                                                                

 

 

➢  

➢  

➢  

➢  
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            Technique                                                                                                                                                        
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